
Some lessons from the trees 
I’ve always enjoyed forests, arboretums - anything to do with trees, really. I was born at home, in a house on the 

very edge of a sizable forest, so that trees feature in even my earliest memories. At times, their visual impact 

has inspired and reminded me of some scriptural themes. So, I thought I’d put together just a few photographs 

and share some thoughts. I’ve tried to not go on and on about it, but to leave the reader to consider it in his/her 

own light. I’ve taken scripture from the NASB version. The images were taken in the grounds near Felbrigg Hall, 

in Norfolk. Last summer, Claire and I had a very pleasant day out, walking, in the peace and quiet, through much 

of the estate. Here’s the first one: 

 

I’m sure there are reasons why those right-hand limbs have grown the way they have, flat on the ground: I would 

need to ask an expert. However, they give a visual appearance of a load that’s quite simply too heavy to carry, so 

that the bearer has given up and just dropped them there: and why not – they’re thick and comparatively weighty. 

It reminds me of one of Jesus’ promises, in Matthew 11:28-30: 

28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn 

from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 30 For My yoke is easy and 

My burden is light.” 

Jesus promised rest, but I wonder what he meant by it? I’m fairly sure he didn’t mean that believers should 

become inactive, inert, or lazy: I don’t think we’re to be “couch potatoes”. I notice that he offers rest, in this 

instance, not for the body, but for the soul. I find that, if I can tune myself in to the Lord, then there is 

redemption, renewal, he starts to sort out the mess and turmoil in my mind. There’s a kind of peace, which is, 

indeed, so restful! I note, in the photograph above, that those branches don’t just stop there, flat on the ground. 

No, there’s an upturn and, at the same time, the girth of the limbs tapers, becoming slimmer, seemingly fitter 

and stronger. With that, they seem to push up, towards the light. 

Perhaps this passage from Isaiah 40:28-31 will be familiar: 

28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? 

The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth 

Does not become weary or tired. 

His understanding is inscrutable. 
29 He gives strength to the weary, 



And to him who lacks might He increases power. 
30 Though youths grow weary and tired, 

And vigorous young men stumble badly, 
31 Yet those who wait for the LORD 

Will gain new strength; 

They will mount up with wings like eagles, 

They will run and not get tired, 

They will walk and not become weary. 

I need that! I need it every day. Another photograph: 

 

 

It seems to me that this tree just doesn’t know which way to turn! It keeps changing its mind. It reminds me of 

those signs in car back windows: “Don’t follow me – I’m lost, too!” This tree seems to be saying exactly that. There 

are myriad reasons why I might be feeling uncertain and can’t settle on a good way forward. I don’t suppose there 

are any universal answers, but here’s some wisdom, from Proverbs 3: 

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

And do not lean on your own understanding. 
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He will make your paths straight. 
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

Fear the LORD and turn away from evil. 
8 It will be healing to your body 

And refreshment to your bones. 
9 Honor the LORD from your wealth 

And from the first of all your produce; 
10 So your barns will be filled with plenty 



And your vats will overflow with new wine. 
11 My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD 

Or loathe His reproof, 
12 For whom the LORD loves He reproves, 

Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights. 

 

I love this image of a small tree nestled under a much larger one. They are each of different species, so the 

small one isn’t simply a sucker, or rhizome, or whatever, but rather a completely different growth. For me, this 

is reminiscent of several scriptural themes. Here’s some of Psalm 91: 

1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, 

My God, in whom I trust!” 
3 For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper 

And from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you with His pinions, 

And under His wings you may seek refuge; 

His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark. 

I think we each need the Lord’s shelter and protection and it seems it’s there, for us, freely given. There is a 

tragedy in not accepting it, which the Lord Jesus spoke over Jerusalem, just before His last visit there. Here it 

is, from Luke 13: 

34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 

your children together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not have it! 35 Behold, your 

house is left to you desolate; and I say to you, you will not see Me until the time comes when you say, ‘BLESSED IS HE 

WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!’” 



Also, I think that there are times when we each need a mentor – another Christian with greater experience, to 

help us see the way through our circumstances in a good way. 

I saved my favourite photograph for last… 

 

As I approached, I realised that the base of this tree, is a bit complex. Then I saw that, at some point, the 

whole tree has fallen over. The original trunk must have been on the right-hand side, having since broken off, or 

been cut away and cleared. The roots must have been mostly ripped out of the ground, on falling, as seen on the 

left-hand side. However, enough roots persisted, in the ground for the tree to survive and produce a whole new 

trunk, which has grown upwards, towards the light. This so spoke to me of the “God of the second chance”. 

Here’s Psalm 85: 

1 O LORD, You showed favor to Your land; 

You restored the captivity of Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of Your people; 

You covered all their sin. 
3 You withdrew all Your fury; 

You turned away from Your burning anger. 

4 Restore us, O God of our salvation, 

And cause Your indignation toward us to cease. 
5 Will You be angry with us forever? 

Will You prolong Your anger to all generations? 
6 Will You not Yourself revive us again, 

That Your people may rejoice in You? 
7 Show us Your lovingkindness, O LORD, 

And grant us Your salvation. 



8 I will hear what God the LORD will say; 

For He will speak peace to His people, to His godly ones; 

But let them not turn back to folly. 
9 Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, 

That glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Lovingkindness and truth have met together; 

Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11 Truth springs from the earth, 

And righteousness looks down from heaven. 
12 Indeed, the LORD will give what is good, 

And our land will yield its produce. 
13 Righteousness will go before Him 

And will make His footsteps into a way. 

I find those lines so reassuring. If we turn to the Lord, He is able to transform us and create new life. Here’s 

the start of Jonah 1: 

1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry 

against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.” 3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the 

presence of the LORD. 

A lot happened, then, as Jonah tried to sail off to Tarshish, the terrible storm, Jonah was thrown overboard, 

sank, was swallowed by a huge fish, prayed to the Lord and was then spat out onto dry ground…And now, the 

corresponding start to Jonah 3: 

1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and 

proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to 

the word of the LORD. 

In the end, Jonah learned his lesson and grasped the offer of a second chance. If you are still undecided, or on 

the fence about giving your life to Jesus, there is no time like the present. It doesn’t have to be complicated. I 

found the following prayer on the web (sometimes called “The Believer’s Prayer”, or “The Sinner’s Prayer”). I 

believe Nicky Gumbel included it in the Alpha Course: 

“Lord Jesus Christ, I am sorry for the things I have done wrong in my life (take a few moments to ask his 

forgiveness for anything particular that is on your conscience).  Please forgive me. I now turn from everything 

that I know is wrong. 

Thank you that you died on the cross for me, so that I could be forgiven and set free. Thank you that you offer 

me forgiveness and the gift of your Spirit. 

I now receive that gift. Please come into my life by your Holy Spirit to be with me forever.  Thank you Lord 

Jesus, Amen.” 

If you’ve been and gone and prayed it, why not tell an Ashley leader, or a Christian friend? 

God bless and love, 

Steve W. 

 


